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COCKSHUT LANE CYCLE AND FOOTPATH SAVED - VICTORY FOR RESIDENTS! 

The second application this year to open the Cockshut Lane trackway for motorised vehicular access 

between Kingston Road and the tunnel under the A27 near Southdown Sports Club was again refused by the 

District Council. The previous application was refused in July 2015 on safety grounds. This second application 

for virtually the same thing was accepted by the District Council planning department as being a ‘valid’ 

application in August. I queried this, but was told that it was because there was ‘additional information’ (two 

consultancy reports attempting to justify the Cockshut Lane route against the Ham Lane route).   

I wrote an extensive submission to the District Council querying many of the points made by the consultant.  

This was to ensure a balanced view could be brought before the District Council. I also requested that this 

application be considered by members rather than it being an ‘officer decision’.  However, many of my 

points were not initially considered and they published a recommendation that permission be given. 

So, I persisted with meetings with the Planning Department and I corresponded with Highways England, 

ESCC, the National Park and local groups. The final verbal report by the officers and associated photographs 

gave a more balanced view when the committee met on Wednesday, 11 November. Thankfully, just in time, 

the route had been formally designated as a public bridleway earlier this month by the ESCC.  The many 

years of delay had been mainly caused by the Highways Agency, now Highways England.  Also, the National 

Park wrote to the District Council reinforcing some of the emerging policies from the National Park local plan. 

Through the efforts of local groups and my supporters, we were able to send notifications to many residents in 

Kingston and Lewes. This meant that, by the time the committee met, there were 215 objections listed.  

Tony Wheeler, from Kingston Parish Council, was the first public speaker at the meeting and delivered an 

excellent summary of the situation along with a justification for refusing the application. Wendy Brewer spoke 

on behalf of the Cranedown and Kingston Road Residents’ Association and the Egrets Way voluntary groups 

and delivered an excellent speech providing more historical information to justify a motorised vehicle-free 

route into Lewes. They were supported by other public speakers. 

The committee then debated the officer’s recommendation and it quickly became clear that members were 

opposed to accepting it. The original basis of the refusal in July was reaffirmed in a motion and I asked the 

members to include extra reasons for refusal by referring to key policies in the emerging National Park local 

plan. I was supported in this, and the motion to refuse the use by the commercial vehicles was carried with 

nine members voting for the refusal and one abstention. There were no votes to support commercial vehicles. 

This is great news, but the situation clearly won’t stand still. Orange Badge Mobility’s consultant, in his report to 

the Council, had talked about an appeal if the decision didn’t go their way and we still have a problem in 

that the two gates erected some years ago are missing. Many people in the 215 objection submissions said 

they wanted the gates restored and this also came through in the debate at the meeting. 

I support the installation of bollards or gates and will be writing to the County Council along these lines. The 

land over which the Cockshut Lane traverses appears to be owned by three authorities – ESCC, Highways 

England and LDC. I also understand that they have the right to decide who crosses their land irrespective of 

a planning application. I will also be writing to these bodies to get them to consider the matter as landowners 

and asking them to restrict the use.  

Vic Ient, Lewes District Councillor (Kingston Ward)  T: 07788720929  E: vic.ient.libdem@gmail.com 

 

KINGSTON PRE-SCHOOL - EXTENDED HOURS 

Our Village Pre-School is located in Kingston Parish Hall with, currently, 23 children on the register.  It is open to all 

young children (subject to availability of places) from two years of age to main school entry.  At present, it is open 

every weekday morning during term-time from 9.00am to 1.00pm, with parents having the option to enter their 

children for three hours to 12.00 noon or for four hours to 1.00pm.  

However, with effect from the start of the spring term in January 2016, opening times will be expanded by two extra 

hours on two days a week (Mondays & Wednesdays), thus extending the finishing time on these days to 3.00pm for 

those who wish to take up this option. 

If you would like to register a child for entry to the Pre-School, simply call 01273 486060 for more information (an 

answerphone service is in operation outside Pre-School hours).   
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