
Cllr Victor S Ient’s submission to the UK Government’s (Defra) Air Quality 

Consultation (May-June 2017)  

 

 

Page: 1/5 

Cllr Victor S Ient’s submission to the UK Government’s (Defra) Air Quality 

Consultation (May-June 2017) dated 15th June 2017 

Summary 

(taken from the consultation document) 

Poor air quality is the largest environmental risk to public health in the UK and 

investing in cleaner air and doing even more to tackle air pollution are priorities 

for the UK Government. The most immediate air quality challenge is tackling the 

problem of nitrogen dioxide (NO2) concentrations around roads.  

Links: 

The consultation is now closed. The original consultation document and other 

relevant documents are accessible via links on Defra’s Air Quality page: 

https://consult.defra.gov.uk/airquality/air-quality-plan-for-tackling-nitrogen-

dioxide/ 

I have made copies of the key Government documents together with other EU 

and local council documents. These can be seen here: 

https://www.evernote.com/pub/vic182/airquality 

 

Cllr Vic Ient’s Comments to the UK Government 

 

Where is the strategy & funding for controlling air pollution in the 

future? 

As you will know action to manage and improve air quality is largely driven by 

European (EU) legislation.  The 2008 ambient air quality directive 

(2008/50/EC) sets legally binding limits for concentrations in outdoor air of 

major air pollutants that impact public health such as particulate matter 

(PM10 and PM2.5) and nitrogen dioxide (NO2). 

This consultation makes no reference to how the European directives on air 

quality are to be replaced. This aspect needs clarifying. Is the directive to be 

replicated in UK law or is there going to be some changes. If so what are they? 

Also, it is good that the Government says that they wish to be at the forefront of 

vehicle innovation by making motoring cleaner. It seems that the work carried 

out so far by the UK Government stems from the EU Alternative Fuels 

Infrastructure Directive with the measure implemented by the directive’s target 

of November 2016. The UK Government will no doubt realise that EU funding for 

this alternative fuel programme will cease in the years between 2020 and 2021 

as the UK is leaving the EU with some programmes finishing their investment 

period well before this. The Government’s consultation document doesn’t provide 

any forecasts as to what expenditure will kick in as the EU programme ceases. 

This should be rectified so the industry and consumers have a firm basis on how 

https://consult.defra.gov.uk/airquality/air-quality-plan-for-tackling-nitrogen-dioxide/
https://consult.defra.gov.uk/airquality/air-quality-plan-for-tackling-nitrogen-dioxide/
https://www.evernote.com/pub/vic182/airquality
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2008:152:0001:0044:EN:PDF
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2008:152:0001:0044:EN:PDF
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to plan their future investment whether it be in just an electric car or in 

continuing the retrofit programme of commercial vehicles and buses. Further still 

industry needs to understand how the Government will support investment in 

new zero carbon vehicles, trucks and buses.  

 

Clean Air Zones – lack of Government Financial/Technical Support  

Provision of Clean Air Zones is welcomed. However, I believe local authorities 

may be in some difficulty in defining the zones because financial support for the 

provision for NOx detectors and the much more substantial ‘Automatic Urban 

and Rural Network’ (AURN) stations has been very low or non-existent from the 

UK Government.  

The provision of Clean Air Zones should go hand-in-hand with Government 

support for the provision of NOx detectors and AURN units.   

Further, the consultation document makes no firm commitment to what financial 

assistance will be available to local authorities to improve the monitoring of 

nitrogen dioxide (NOx) or more complex pollution AURN monitoring stations. My 

own authority (Lewes District Council) has 2 main monitoring stations and 40 

NOx detectors. Due to Government cuts, there is no money to expand provision.  

With regard to factors which local authorities should consider when assessing the 

impact on businesses of Clean Air Zones: The Government should first provide 

technical and financial support in order to carry out the requisite 

surveys/research into vehicle movements and pollution and other forms of 

pollution from commercial and business organisations. Without such support 

local authorities have no resources or funds with which to consult and implement 

the zones.  

There also needs to be some form of coordination provided by the Government 

between Highways England as tackling pollution from vehicles affects both trunk 

and local roads. These roads may be closely located near each other so a 

common strategy is required. This consultation makes no effort to resolve this 

problem and assumes that the different organisations will operate in ‘silos’ rather 

than a co-ordinated plan across national & government.  

Reducing vehicle pollution – it’s no good passing the buck to local 

councils!  

In the above-mentioned section I have commented that funds are needed for 

NOx and AURN equipment as well as for carrying out research into the effect of 

implementing more stringent air quality measures such as Clean Air Zones. 

Further, the consultation paper has already highlighted that vehicle pollution is 

the biggest challenge and the greatest polluter. I think it’s crazy to ask local 

communities (presumably the UK Government mean local authorities) as to what 

they can do about cutting air pollution. The Government is the only organisation 
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that can encourage commercial, business and private users to move towards 

zero carbon emission vehicles.  

Government already has the organisations to develop strategy & 

policies!  

The Government have in their own hands the solution to improving air quality 

with respect to infrastructure projects through the Infrastructure and 

Projects Authority. Directly via the DfT and through the infrastructure body as 

well as county councils the Government have the opportunity to produce policies 

for implementing new infrastructure which minimise the impact on air quality 

levels. For instance, in my own area, the Government could easily implement a 

policy to reinstate the Lewes to Uckfield railway line (less than 10 miles in 

length) which would have the effect of removing thousands of vehicle journeys 

in East Sussex and reducing the need for expensive road developments which 

would only add to air pollution. Likewise, the Government has the opportunity to 

implement a strategy to improve freight movements from Newhaven port by 

railway instead of by road. Again, this will reduce air pollution from HGVs. These 

are only two examples. Such decisions can only be made by Government and 

not the local community.  

Government already has the power to reduce the impact of air pollution 

of new housing developments!  

At a local level the Government could give support to local communities via the 

planning system to encourage developments for housing and commerce to be 

adjacent to existing road and rail junctions and stations rather than in the 

present situation where planning appeals and through Government directives to 

encourage the building of houses we often find that development occurs in 

inappropriate locations thus resulting in much longer vehicle journeys by 

thousands of vehicles because the development is sited away from transport 

links. A simple policy directive to the Planning Inspectorate and via the 

Communities and Local Government Secretary of State would provide the 

necessary support to local councils to make sensible planning decisions without 

fearing that appeals would be held against them because of Government policy.  

Scrappage & retrofit schemes – government must bite the bullet!  

Measures for scrappage schemes and retrofit vehicles are initiatives the 

Government must apply which can’t be left to the local community. Local 

communities have neither the funds nor the powers to implement such schemes. 

In any event there would be chaos if different schemes were operated in 

different local communities and counties. The Government must bite the bullet 

and begin a programme of implementation without delay. 

Asking local communities to assist the Government with avoiding fraud 

(presumably for retrofitting schemes etc) seems to be the wrong way around. 

Firstly, the Government must issue regulations and guidance and provide the 

necessary inspectors to ensure that fraud doesn’t occur. Local councils do not 

currently have duties nor do they have the funds to support staffing costs.  
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Retrofit priority should be given to these vehicles: taxis, buses and delivery 

vehicles 

The Government should bring forward its scrappage scheme for diesel cars and 

implement tax changes to encourage more people to move towards zero carbon 

vehicles. 

Government action needed to resolve air pollution in the Lewes District 

implementing air pollution solutions locally can only be made on an area by area 

basis. The best way to highlight the problem is to support local councils in 

implementing Clean Air Zones whilst at the same time demonstrating that the 

Government will help businesses to convert their vehicles.  

I would like to see Government support for a resolving pollution problems for 

both residents and drivers in these areas in the Lewes District Council area: 

1. Newhaven town 

2. Lewes town 

3. The A259 from Newhaven to the borders of Brighton & Hove City 

Council  

4. the A27 and A26 at certain points including the Cuilfail tunnel area, 

Malling street and the A27 

5. At the junction between the A27 and the B2123 at Falmer 

All of these places suffer from air pollution consistently through the daytime and 

or at rush hour times. 

Action Teams 

The Government should provide funding to set up Action Teams, made up of 

local authority Government, commercial and local residents to investigate and 

propose solutions for the Government to cost out and ultimately implement. 

Other matters:  

Information for consumers & drivers 

all new and second-hand cars should include information as to the 

effect they have on air quality. Such information should also apply 

to second-hand cars. 

The Government should encourage innovation!  

Grants should be given to inventors who can come up with a display 

that shows the level of air pollution being omitted by a vehicle 

whilst it’s being driven, typically showing the effect of the level of 

pollutants as the accelerator is pressed.  

Switching off vehicles whilst at traffic lights and in traffic jams 

would reduce air pollution. Many cars and commercial vehicles do 

not have the on-board technology to automatically shut off the 

engine. Grants should be made available to inventors and 
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companies who can retrofit these vehicles thus reducing the 

pollution.  

How about a programme of installing NOx detectors near 

schools, colleges and where residents are near busy roads?  

Please provide more funding for local authorities to install more 

NOx detectors and the more substantial AURN air quality 

monitoring stations.  

The Government could also provide grants for local school PTAs and 

parish councils to help them install and monitor nitrogen dioxide 

detectors. The Government should provide more information to 

local education authorities to show the effect on air quality of 

travelling by car to local schools.  

Information on catalytic converters – the first 5 minutes 

The Government should require vehicle manufacturers and garages 

to provide clear and understandable information to drivers on 

catalytic converters. Vehicles fitted with catalytic converters emit 

most of their total pollution during the first five minutes of engine 

operation; for example, before the catalytic converter has warmed 

up sufficiently to be fully effective. Driving for 5 or 10 minute 

journey means to say that the full effect of pollutants is being sent 

into the atmosphere. Some vehicles have advanced designs which 

mitigate this. This should be made clear in information for drivers.  

Log burning stoves - tanalised wood 

The Government should provide information to manufacturers and 

retailers of log burning stoves and to the wider public on what types 

of material that should not be burnt. For instance, I know of 

residents who burn tanalised wood which when burnt produces 

carcinogenic fumes.  

Farm Slurry lagoons 

The Government should support local planning authorities so that 

the effects of ammonia being emitting from slurry tanks or lagoons 

on farms reduced by making it possible to enforceable conditions 

that covers are fitted. 


